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i i e Sector in Maharashtra State”
“Role of Women in Agricultur R
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\
Abstm;t:‘h agriculture sector, the primary focus is given to only one gender that is male. From
n the )

: - ' i in development of agriculture sector. In fact, women are the
cartier to il yet, women's role is neglected in de al gnd national economic development. Now we cap
backbone of the agricultural sector as well as rur : .

ackbo ; X ial role in agricultural development & allied fields. Womep
ay, women are playing a very vital & crucial role fuyl _
s rise 33% and 48% of the agriculture labour force and of the self employefi farmers respectively,
:cxos“;grmers labourers & entrepreneurs, women play an important role in the agriculture sec-tor & mak.e
the develo{:ment of rural economies. We can say that women f.armers not oqu supportmg. to ”‘.""
families but also trying to make the country 'Sujlam Sufalam'. This paper examines the ways in which
large integration through agriculture affects women. This paper finds that agriculture generates many
jobs for women in agriculture sector. .
Key Words: Women role, Economic Development, Agricultural Development, Sujlam Sufalam.,
Introduction:
Jawarlal Nehru says, “You can tell the condition of a nation by looking at the status of its
women”.Therefore it is necessary to study the role of women and their empowerment in the nation.
India is an agricultural country and primarily in this the focus is given to only one gender that is male.

e e Al curity and their role has proved that they are the backbone of
()b'jreclivw of the Study:

0 study the role of women j i i
o) Tosgry s Arioed I agriculture sector i Maharashtrg state

0 i :
Research Methodology: powerment in agriculture sector,

Papers, Magazines, yopi
’ a 1 o) e oY » . Y oAl
i %ngnlﬂc o Cultun,‘ reports, other Publicationg cred from books, journals, articles, research
The need of (1 :
: this stuqy ;
Stale of Mahgrpg), PGy 18 1o foeyg .
shitrg, : on finding ~
land Preparati L eCause Women : l? out the role of w . . . e
markexinI; a;zog; 5 ed Selection, p mm‘}:’:’ lﬂVOth?(l 0 all aspects of a;rril;i']]t HLpEneuloure seclt ortjlgndtlo
the status of ji v, C55INg. And (h secon I{;' wked‘,"g- Pest control, 1, ;ture, from crop selectior
o Si‘gn.?‘lnen, d reason jg We Measure tl; arvesting, crop storage, hand]mg;
n ! lCa s e co 1t " . a
;"“‘ipreneurship. se:,c: of thiy Study jg tq Empow ndition of a nation by looking
eve Opment and g ; er Wolnen t
Commuyp; - L0 generate t,
Role of Womep in Agrlctfl?:: clopmen; of the ""t-"’ ' Contribyte t cmployment, self-employme
e

0 agri ;
Orin Indi:; R Country, agricultura] development, family
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5 R anohar says, "Ey : o .
~ Agriculty ? A ¥s, "Ever since tt g . s
3 Joyment has Encrc:;‘scd. the role of women in farming has bcco:zc Tt;irnx:e?n Pv?f men to cities :‘_or
jobs, women took upbt ck §0n1plcyc responsibility of farming in villages, RN
© women are the backbone of agricultural workforce & play a sign{r.cam role in the contribution of
naﬁcm.s economy. . - contnbution O
P‘M (%) of Female Operational Holdings in India:
Sr. No. | Size Group 2010-11 2015-16
1. Marginal (below 1 hector) 13.63 14.68
'72‘:"'— Small (1 to 2 hector) 12.15 1;":4
3. Semi-Medium (2 to 4 hector) 10.45 lwl.-;(,
Tt Medium (4 to 10 hector) 8.49 976
"5"" Large (above 10 hector) 6.78 7'33
Total | All Size Groups 12.78 13.96

~ Women comprise 330 and 48% of the agricy

(Agri.culmre Census 2010-11 & 2015-16, Gender Perspective in Agriculture 2021-22)

On the basis of.above table, the researcher shows that 12.78 (2010-11) and 13.96 (2015-16) of the
operational holdings were owned by women respectively. We see that, there is rise in the participation
of women in management or in the operation of agricultural holdings in the country. It is also termed as
feminization of agriculture. According to Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ) women constitute a
third of India’s agricultural labour force and contributes 55% - 66% to farm production. According to
Oxfarm (2013), near about 80% of farm work is undertaken by women in India. However they own
only 13% of the land. The latest agriculture census (2015-16) is shocking in terms of ownership of
operational assets. The share of women operating asset holders in the total operating assets of Rs 146
million is 13.96% (20.38 million), an increase of almost one percentage point in five years. Owning
agricultural land is not only an administrative aspect but is also associated with social, economic rights,
decision-making capacity and self-confidence. This affects on their empowerment in short overail
development. .

Role of Women in Agriculture Sector in Maharashtra State:

Famous agricultural scientist Swaminathan describes that women were the first domesticated
crop plants and thus introduced the art and science of farming. Women contribute to agriculture through
many roles such as farmers, entrepreneurs and laborers. Their work in the agricultural sector generates a
large amount of employment. They have made great progress in the different fields. Women also have a
huge contribution in agricultural business. Women are working equal to men in each & every field with
their great achievements in various fields is skyrocketing. Utilizing the diverse qualities of women in
the production of goods services will help contribute to national development & make the wheels of
economic growth more dynamic. In short we can say that wonwn’farqmcm_nm pnl}' supporting to [hcu'.
families but also trying to make the country ‘Sujlam Sufalam’ Keeping in mind the participanon of
women in agriculture, the Central Government had established the Central Agnicultural Women's

Institute in Bhubaneswar in 1996. . : :

They are really true heroes of our country as they work tirelessly for the food security. Besides, they are
dso motivating a Jarge population to work for the betterment of the environment. Thus, their work and
dedication for a better future should be reflected in us too.

, iy spect for w and their prosperity.
efore Women' s celebrated as a day of respect for women & ;
men’s Day 1 ral, Urban & Agriculture sector

Proportion of Populati shira with Ru
pulation of Maharashtra R ,
‘ Particular | Maharashtra Urban | Rural Rural \hm‘cn "
Male 55243056 | 26704022 | 3133901 | Agriculture Sector |
Fer 15414 29T 2414237 3001700 {77,002
Total 3374991 5.08,1829 (61536008 L
{Bouree; Census 2011) cial role in agricuttural development & allied fields.

Women are playing a very vital & ‘.mluu‘c jabour force and of the self employed farmers
ery vital role in agriculiure sector 'm the state of Mah_ar'.\shtra.
(s of agriculture, from crop selection © land preparation, ‘c"d
ing, Crop sIuge, haguilsllg. marketing .a‘nd processing,
by looking at the status of its women.

"espectively, The women playing o ¥
fCause women are involved in all aspec ‘

Selection, plﬂnning, weeding, pest control, hur\_'c_:sl B N
Nd the second reason is we measure the condition of a natic

2 —— Email - padharsocial @ gmail.com,
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Dr. Neelam Patel, agriculture advisor to NITI Aayog, says, 'Most women work in agricultum

i ire agricultural system is male-dominat .
e ae. ot nken because e mentally of th e st U U dominated 1
considered a mal?-do‘m e kn what was the contribution of women. “Only pqy, it
of it, due to which it could not be known 2 i e, L
e i in some schemes.” Recognizing the contribution of v,
incentives for women been mtroduqed . by the auficultiine 5eetor Fediiites, an §
Recognizing the prese;lce ]z}nd_cor;mbuutggo(:lf women in ag n ing)

i icultura icy implemen .

appmac};\g‘d?t%:::lll;, bei)tzr e))'(tenls)ion services and training programs “11; geted a;Ewomen could addres;
gender inequality. The Government of Ind]a has started thq Women arlrjmz!rs r:po‘»hv,ennent Project,
Women will be enabled to get equal rights through this scheme. Under t e Women Farmey,
Empowerment Project, not a single rupee budgc?t has been sen} to 23 states during 2020-21. 1z is 3
scheme of the Ministry of Rural Development which was start.ed in 2011. In the last two years alone, the
amount released under this has reduced six times. If this continues, h(')“.f wx’ll women farmers progress»
The central government is taking several measures to inf:rease the participation of women farmers i, the
agriculture sector. In some schemes, women are being given more help t.han men.

Now, to the purpose of improve the current status of women in agriculture sector & increase
their empowerment opportunities, the Government of India has annoqncgd the “Mahila Shetkari
Sakshikaran Yojana” (MKSP) as a sub-component of the National Rural Livelihoods Mission (NRLM),
"Although Indian agriculture has improved, there is a need to reorganize the sector to address some
challenges,” the Economic Report 2022-23 said. The economic report describes the structure anq
development of the agricultural sector. Also, loan distribution should be made cheap, productive and
inclusive farmers should be encouraged. Subsidy on bank loans taken under the scheme called
Agricultural Clinics & Agribusiness Centers is 36 percent for men & 44 percent for women. In
agricultural mechanization, women are getting 10 percent more financial assistance on the purchase of
machines. Similarly, more than 75 financial institutions are providing self-employment to rural women
farmers. This means developing the skills of women & developing the food processing sector - the
focus needs to be on creating agriculture-related sectors.

Conclusion:

When women are entering the field of agriculture, the most important task to maintain their
continuity in this work is to hand over land property rights to them. Once women farmers are listed as
primary earners & owners of land assets, it will become easier for them to get loans from banks. Also,
women farmers will be able to decide to grow crops using technology and machines & sell the produce
to village traders or wholesale markets. In this way their identity as real & visible farmers will be
ensured. Gender-sensitive formulation of laws, programs &plans, allocation of resources, etc. can be 2
powerful means of achieving ‘gender mainstreaming' to ensure that the benefits of development reach
women as much as men. Women continuously contributing in the field of agriculture and allied sector.
food security and their role has proved that they are the backbone of the agriculture sector. As farmers,
labourers & entrepreneurs, women play an important role in the agriculture sector and development !

rural economies. Women farmers not only s i i ili ine to make the
country ‘Sujlam Sufalamy' Yy supporting to their families but also trying to
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